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THE STORY OF A MINERAL COLLECTION
(Part 2)

The late R.D.S. SHRIMPTON

As he described in Part 1, Robert Shrimpton caught the mineral bug as a boy while on holiday in
Cornwall in 1917. Though he spent his working life as an accountant with [.C.L., his enthusiasm for
collecting, characterising and caring for minerals stands out from these reminiscences. In this second
and last instalment, he mentions personalities that many readers will recognize — Bill Davidson of
Penrith, noted for the minerals he collected in the Lake District; Arthur Scoble, from whose collection
specimens have been offered for sale recently by several dealers; Reg Parkinson, after whom parkin-
sonite has just been named; Dr Jamie Nelson, who still remembers Robert Shrimpton with warm affec-
tion and regard: and Richard Barstow, a prodigious collector (especially underground) who inspired
many of his contemporaries. The collection of over 500 registered specimens which Shrimpton donated
to Tonbridge School contains examples of nearly 200 species from Britain and abroad, though none
of outstanding quality; many of these acquisitions are mentioned in his story. Among good British
material, for example, are stout, terminated translucent quartz prisms up to 8 cm across from Carrock
mine, Cumbria, collected in 1943. 1 also spotted one novelty - tiny needles of dufrenoysite in a vugh,
from Wheal Boys in Cornwall, collected by Shrimpton in 193¥. They were later identified for him by
Dr Nelson, using XRD, and the species does not appear to have been recorded hitherto from Britain.
[ should explain that this collection came to light through the South Eastern Museums Service, called
in for advice by Tonbridge School. Simon Timberlake, their Travelling Geology Curator whose post
1s funded by British Gas and the Geologists” Association, inspected the collection, wrote a report, and
suggested a plan for further curation work — hence my involvement, for which | am grateful to Simon.
The various Area Museum Services in Britain perform a valuable task in locating and helping to
conserve and document geological collections of all kinds. Members of the Russell Society are encour-

aged to lend support to these activities.

FELLOW COLLECTORS

It had been obvious for some time that the cabinet I
had purchased in Exeter was quite inadequate even
to store the collection, let alone display it. It so
happened that I.C.I. had another subsidiary, the
Paper Goods Manufacturing Co. in London, that
made cardboard boxes. I bought 100 boxes with
close-fitting lids (15 % 10 x 7 ¢cm), and 100 white trays
in three different sizes. The trays would be used to
display specimens on velvet cushions, but display
cabinets were out of the question while we were
temporary residents in Northwich so, having
wrapped each specimen in old newspaper. and having
numbered and indexed them. 1 stored them in the
cardboard boxes. I had already decided eventually to
prepare a card index of the collection, and the Chief
Accountunt agreed Lo sell me a disused card index
cabinet on behalf of the Company for 5 shillings.
In the meantime war had ended and I.C.I. was
anxious to resume operations in Malaya. I was sent
out there for the whole of 1946. On the journey out
our ship called at Aden to refill its bunkers with
coal, and to escipe the noise and clouds of coal dust
| elected to climb Jebel Shamsham (1723 ft). the
highest of a range of volcanic hills above the town.
On the return journey I crossed 4 flat. sandy plain
littered in places with chalcedony. and 1 collected
several pieces of this mineral. Whilc in Singapore |
drove out one Sunday to some waterfalls near Kota
Tinggi in Johore, which I had visited before the war.
To escape the crowds of British soldiers and local
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girls by the waterfalls, [ went up the valley and came
across the dumps of what had been a small iron
mine, where I collected specimens of dark grey
massive hematite. The best additions to my collec-
tion during 1946 arose from a chance meeting with
an employee of the shipping agents for the arsenic,
antimony and mercury mines in Sarawak, from
whom I obtained specimens of stibnite, cinnabar
and native arsenic.

Eventually, in 1947, 1 returned to England by
flyving boat — much the most enjoyable form of aerial
transport — and became Chief Accountant of the
Paints Division in Slough until my retirement in
1964. I rejoined the Geologists’ Association and also
applied for membership of the Mineralogical
Society of London. My application was accepted
and in April 1947 I took part in a Field Meeting in
the North of England. There were about 30 of us,
and I was the only member of the party who was
not in some way connected with geology or miner-
alogy in a professional capacity.

For me the meeting was both absorbing and fruit-
ful. On our first day we went to kgremont in west
Cumbria, and were tuken down Florence iron minc
where | was able to pick up good specimens of
hematite from the floor of one of the levels. In addi-
tion, the manager gave me a cluster of thin tabular
crystals of hematite with metallic lustre. and an
excellent specimen of intergrown curved crystals of
pinkish-white dolomite. We spent the second day in
the Caldbeck Fells where we visited Carrock and

Zl



Brandygill mines, and then climbed north over the
fells to Driggeth lead mine which had recently been
reopened. From a trench driven across the outcrop
of a lead-bearing vein, I collected a good specimen
of pyromorphite in small bright green crystals
emplanted on dull white massive baryte. On our
third day we visited Hilton mine in the morning and
Silverband mine in the afternoon. Hilton mine is
well-known owing to the fact that the fluorspar here
is amber in colour, whereas elsewhere in the north
of England it is found in colours varying from pale
lilac to deep purple. The waste dumps are extensive
and very rewarding to the collector. Silverband mine
near Appleby, originally worked for lead, had
recently been reopened for barytes. We were taken
along a level driven into the hillside and from the
floor of this I obtained a good translucent tabular
crystal of baryte. On our last day we visited Stamp
Hill mine, a mile or so NW of Kirkby Thore. This
was a drift mine worked for gypsum, and I obtained
good specimens of this mineral.

Before I leave the North of England I must
mention Mr W.F. Davidson, a young shoemaker in
Penrith who had developed quite a passion for
minerals. During a period of only three or four years
he had systematically ransacked the extensive waste
dumps left by the miners in the Caldbeck Fells and
had also visited many of the mines in the Northern
Pennines. He had built up a very fine collection of
minerals from the North of England and we were
all impressed by the quality of his specimens. Later
he sent me good specimens of galena and fluorite
crystals from Weardale, molybdenite from Carrock
mine. and three excellent specimens of colourless to
white crystalline baryte from the old Cow Green
mine in Teesdale. In exchange I sent him jamesonite
and other antimony minerals from Cornwall.

During my years of membership of the Mineral-
ogical Society I met only one other member who
was not a ‘professional’ of one kind or another.
He was Arthur Scoble and he owned a small farm
near Moretonhampstead on the eastern edge of
Dartmoor. When in 1951 we drove to St Ives in
Cornwall for our holiday, we were able to accept an
invitation to visit him and his charming wife on the
way. The farm house was a veritable Aladdin’s
Cave, with a number of enormous glass-framed
cabinets displaying wonderful specimens, mainly
from the North of England where Scoble had
worked for a few years sinking shafts and driving
levels in some of the old lead mines which had been
reopened for fluorspar. Every spring he and his wife
took a week’s holiday. which they spent searching
for minerals in Devon and Cornwall. During the
next few years Scoble sent me various specimens,
mainly from Devon and Cornwall, including several
from the Meldon quarries on the north-western edge
of Dartmoor. When I last saw him in 1956 he had
sold the farmhouse and the mineral collection the
latter to an American for £1000.
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On this hohiday 1 also met John Curnow, a delight-
ful old Cornishman, a miner in bygone years but
now superintendent of a water pumping station on
the outskirts of St Ives. On three occasions we drove
in the evening to the old Botallack mine near St
Just-in-Penwith. Here we would crack stones from
a very large dump which was being carted away for
road metal. so that on each occasion we had access
to fresh material. I collected many specimens, but
none of display potential. When I said goodbye to
John Curnow at the end of our holiday he presented
me with a fine piece of massive cassiterite.

In June 1952 I attended a week-end Field Meeting
of the Geologists’ Association, based at Hope in
Derbyshire. In Smalldale, at the bottom of a shallow
trench, I found a fine, large specimen of honey-
coloured intergrown cubes of fluorite containing
purple inclusions, and in Bradwell Dale I found, in
the limestone chff immediately west of the road, a
thin vein containing white intergrown crystals of
fluorite. After the meeting I drove to Barnard Castle
and visited some of the northern mines. I returned
home with specimens of fluorite from Stotfield Burn
mine (lilac-coloured cubes emplanted on pale blue
translucent quartz); black sphalerite from Nenthead
mine; and fluorite and calcite from Rotherhopefell
mine, all in upper Weardale. At Coldberry mine in
Teesdale I obtained a good cubic crystal of pink fluo-
rite on which were emplanted clusters of tiny crys-
tals of galena. At Hilton mine, Scordale, I discovered
a dump high up on the north-west side of Hilton Fell
which was missed during the Mineralogical Society
visit in 1947. Here I obtained good specimens of
amber fluorite cubes associated with galena and
baryte, and from the main dumps on the valley floor,
specimens of nodular radiating witherite.

CORNWALL REVISITED

[n August, on the way to visit my mother who was
still living in her cottage at Port Isaac, I called at
the old Treburland tin mine on the north-eastern
border of Bodmin Moor. This mine was unusual in
that it has produced not only tin but also, from a
separate vein, manganese - two metals which never
occur together in the same vein. What remained of
the old mine dumps were on a small farm, and the
farmer was not pleased to see me, but cventually
allowed me in and [ secured a reasonably good spec-
imen of rhodonite. I also wanted to find Roughtor
copper mine which I had once visited in the 1920s.
I could not find the dumps, but in a corner of a field
just west of Newpark farm was a mound of earth,
partly covered with grass, and on top — just waiting
for me to pick it up — was a lump of pale yellow
earthy material covered with a mosaic of bright
green tetragonal scaly crystals of torbernite.

From Port Isaac I revisited Castle-an-Dinas mine.
Sir Arthur Russell had recently noted in the Minera-
logical Magazine that he had discovered bismu-



thinite on the old mine dumps, and I decided to try
my luck. After a long search I found a piece of white
vein quartz with a tiny bunch of acicular bismuthi-
nite in a small cavity, and also a better specimen of
wolframite than any I had previously collected.

By this time I had accumulated a considerable
number of specimens and the time had come to have
4 cabinet made for them. I gave the job to a local
cabinet maker, who created a massive piece of furni-
ture for me. At its base was a large cupboard with
two doors. Above were twelve large drawers in two
sets of six — one set on each side. In the drawers [
arranged the best of my specimens, placing them on
cushions of velvet in cardboard trays fastened to the
drawer floors with drawing pins. In the cupboard I
stored the cardboard boxes with specimens which
were not good enough for display.

One of the perks of being a Division Chief
Accountant was attendance at annual meetings of
Chief Accountants, usually held in large hotels
somewhere in the north of England. One day would
be ‘free’, and on several occasions I was able to visit
mining areas in central and northern England. In
1955 1 visited Settlingstones mine near Haydon
Bridge in Northumbria, which had the distinction
of being the largest producer of witherite in the
world. The manager was friendly and co-operative,
and told me to help myself to specimens of baryte
from a small heap outside his office, and to witherite
from the ore trucks. He also gave me a small spec-
imen of niccolite which had been found in the mine.
On another occasion 1 revisited the old Ecton
copper mine on the borders of Derbyshire and
Staffordshire, but instead of searching the dumps at
the foot of Ecton Hill, I climbed to the summit. Here
I found an old shaft, heavily boarded over, and a
small dump, from which I secured specimens of
baryte and aggregates of pale biscuit-coloured cubes
of fluorite, some of which were encrusted with crys-
tals of the beautiful blue-green mineral aurichalcite.

During the next three ycars we went abroad for
our holidays and it was not until 1960 that I visited
any more mine dumps. In September of that year
my wife and I went to Cornwall. and [ was able to
spend a day searching the dumps of the long aban-
doned South Terras uranium mine for uranium
minerals, but without success. However, I did find
quite good specimens of grey massive arsenopyrite.
On our way back I made a detour to visit R.F.D.
Parkinson, a family business situated on the
outskirts of Doulting in Somerset, which sold miner-
als and geological specimens. I was impressed with
the range of their stock and during the next few years
I made several purchases from them, including a
specimen of wiry native silver from British Columbia
and specimens of natrolite, chabazite, apophyllite
and other zeolites from Northern [reland.

In 1962 I had received a letter from Mrs Hummel
of Leeds. Her husband, the Professor of Mining
whom [ mentioned earlier, had died a year or two

previously, and she now offered to give me a box
of mineral specimens and a few fossils that she had
found amongst her late husband’s effects. The
minerals included native bismuth from Bolivia,
orange-yellow globular mimetite, and brassy metal-
lic marcasite in chalk. That year my wife and I
went on holiday in Scotland -- a week at Lochinver
on the west coast and a week at Killin at the
western end of Loch Tay. While at Killin I visited
Corrycharmaig mine, a few miles north-west of
Killin, which had been worked for chromium in
bygone years. The extensive dumps provided me
with reasonably good specimens of black massive
chromite. Although I did not know it at the time,
these were to be the last mine dumps which I visited.
The next year we were at Aiguebelle on the south
coast of France. I knew of no mines or other sources
of minerals in the area but, quite by chance, I discov-
ered in the hills behind Aiguebelle an outcrop of
bare rock which contained many crystals of brown-
ish-black staurolite, specimens of which I brought
back for my collection.

LEISURE YEARS

I retired from L.C.I. in June 1964, and we bought a
flat in Eastbourne. It had been designed in such a
way that every room had a window looking south-
west over the grounds of what had been the Duke
of Devonshire’s estate to the South Downs beyond.
On the other side of the flat was a long corridor into
which the front door opened. It was obvious from
the start that my mineral cabinet could not be
accommodated in the flat, but the answer to my
problem was provided by one of the directors of a
furnishing firm from whom we were buying carpets
and curtains. Why not have a line of cabinets for
the collection ranged along the south-west wall of
the corridor into which the front door opens? I
could have the upper shelves of the cabinet illumi-
nated by strip lights and display my best specimens
on these shelves. Below these shelves the less showy
specimens could be stored in drawers, and below the
drawers there would be cupboards for the card-
board boxes containing specimens which were not
of display quality. This seemed the obvious solution
and I arranged for a local skilled carpenter to make
the cabinets for me. and then an electrician to install
the lines of strip lights.

Retirement brought me one very considerable
bonus - - the leisure to do things which [ had never
been able to do while I was working. In particular,
I was able to fill gaps in my collection so that it would
represent more effectively the whole of the mineral
kingdom. I had earlier acquired small shareholdings
in a number of mining companies, including the
Rio Tinto-Zinc Corporation, the Anglo-American
Corporation of South Africa, and the Messina
(Transvaal) Development Co. I now wrote to these
companies, explaining that I had been a shareholder
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for so many years, that I had been collecting miner-
a_ls since 1917, and that I should very much appre-
ciate good specimens of the various minerals which
occurred in their mines. These requests produced
valuable additions to my collection. I also bought a
number of specimens from a ‘rock shop’ in Holborn.
and one excellent specimen of malachite from a
Jeweller’s shop in Hatton Garden.

A former colleague in Malaya, Jimmy Giles, had
retired from I.C.IL. in the late 1950s and went to live
in Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe). When 1 discovered
that Jimmy was a keen philatelist, I arranged for the
British Post Office Philatelic Bureau in Edinburgh
to send him at my expense the First Day Covers of
all new issues of British stamps. In return he sent me
parcels of Rhodesian minerals, supplies of which
were continually becoming available through the
activities of the numerous prospectors. In fact, all
the specimens in my collection from Zimbabwe (with
one small exception) were sent to me by Jimmy Giles,
including good examples of sphalerite, magnetite,
chromite. agate, amethyst, corundum, malachite,
beryl. tourmaline and many other minerals.

In September 1965 I joined a Field Meeting of the
Geologists’ Association in the North of England. 1
cannot remember that we visited any mines but I
obtained from High Force quarry in Teesdale a nice
specimen of greenstone with rosettes of white. radi-
ating pectolite. In the following year we took our
car to Europe, touring the Alpine regions of Austria
and Switzerland. About ten days were spent in
Seefeld near Innsbruck, and in the tiny town of
Mittenwald, across the border in Germany, I dis-
covered a small shop which sold minerals. Here 1
purchased good specimens of andradite garnet and
the efflorescent variety of aragonite known as ‘flos
ferri’, both from localities in Austria.

In 1967 we left Eastbourne and moved to a bunga-
low in Beaconsfield in Buckinghamshire. within easy
reach of our younger daughter and her family. For
me our new home had the great advantage that there
was a small third bedroom, with a window at the far
end. which provided an ideal home for my mineral
collection. My four illuminated cabinets were
arranged along the side walls, two on each side, and
the table which I used for ‘office” work and as a base
for my typewriter was placed under the window at
the far end. A seven-foot long cupboard with sliding
glass doors. originally in the kitchen, was installed
above the cabinets on one wall, where it provided
an excellent home for my larger specimens, and on
the wall opposite I attached 4 long open bookcase.

About 1970 I met Mr J.B. Nelson. a director of a
small engineering company in north London, and a
recent recruit to the very small body of amateur
mineral collectors in Britain. I was able to give him a
large number of specimens from my cardboard boxes,
and in return he gave excellent specimens of graphite
from Sri Lanka, azurite from Mexico, and the rela-
tively rare mineral ulexite from the United States.
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In 1972 we moved back to Eastbourne, into a flat
on the sea front with a third bedroom which was
almost an exact replica of my mineral room at
Beaconsfield, except that it was slightly larger. This
became my study with the mineral cabinets arranged
along the sides of the room exactly as they had been
at Beaconsfield. Shortly after our return to
Eastbourne I was introduced to Arthur Carter, who
knew of a shop in Hastings (called ‘The Stone
Corner’) which sold mineral specimens. During the
next few years Carter and 1 paid several visits to the
Stone Corner and my collection bencfited accord-
ingly. In addition to collecting minerals, Carter was
a keen amateur archaeologist. Every summer he
would go away, usually to the Mediterranean. to
visit places of archaeological interest. On one of
these holidays he picked up a nice specimen of
magnesite from Greece, which he gave me on his
return home. On another occasion he stopped off
at Yate near Bristol, where there are large deposits
of celestite, and Carter obtained a good specimen
of this mineral for my collection. Eastbourne was
not entirely lacking in opportunities for collecting
minerals. There are chalk cliffs immediately west of
the town in which there are occasional narrow bands
of pyrite nodules. As the cliffs are gradually eroded,
these nodules are deposited on the beaches where
they acquire a dull black tarnish. I collected a few
of these nodules, but the best specimen in my collec-
tton was given to me by Arthur Carter. It was a
piece of brassy metallic pyrite about the size of a
tennis ball, which he had prized out of the chalk of
Beachy Head.

THE STORY ENDS

In 1974 my wife and [ spent a holiday neur Penzance.
We travelled by train and I visited no mine dumps
during the holiday. I did, however, visit the home of
a young Cornishman, Richard Barstow, on the
outskirts of St Just-in-Penwith. Until recently he had
been a miner at Geevor (a working mine not far from
St Just) but he had given up mining in favour of
selling minerals. He had a good selection of speci-
mens, one of which I purchased there and then, and
I bought several more later through the post.

By this time I had, in addition to the specimens
in the mineral cabinets, 88 boxes containing speci-
mens which were not of good enough quality to
deserve positions in the mineral cabinets. Each spec-
imen was wrapped in newspaper and numbered. and
the contents of each box were recorded on an index
card. It had been my original intention to use these
specimens for testing purposes but I had never got
around to it and I now realized that I never would.
So I decided to give them to Camborne School of
Mines, where they might be useful for the tuition of
pupils in blowpipe analysis, etc. David Binns from
the School of Mines very kindly undertook to take
the boxes and the relevant index cards to Camborne.



My collecting days were now over. None of my
family were interested in minerals and I knew that,
unless I did something about it, the collection would
gradually disintegrate after my death. And so, in
1980, having received a letter of acceptance from
the Headmaster. and with the invaluable help of my
dear wife, I transferred the collection and all the
paraphernalia associated with it — binocular micro-
scope, fluorescent lamp, streak plate, test tubes,
reagents, card index, etc. — to my old school,

Tonbridge. There the collection is housed in a small
room (adjacent to the library) which is virtually
identical in shape and size with my study at
Eastbourne. Compared with my study, however, it
has one great advantage. There is a window at the
far end which looks out across the ‘quad’ to the
School Chapel, and the view from this window
forms a perfect background to the collection which
has given me so much pleasure for over 60 years.

W.John Nowak F.G.A.
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MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY

The Mineralogical Society was instituted in 1876. The general object is to advance the knowledge not only of Mineralogy but
also of Crystallography, Geochemistry and Petrology, together with kindred subjects. This is done by publishing scientific
Jjournals, books and monographs, and by arranging or supporting scientific meetings. The Society speaks for Mineralogy in Great
Britain linking with British science in general through the Royal Society and cooperating closely with the Geological Society.
It maintains liaison with European mineralogists as a member Society of the European Mineralogical Union, and it is the body
which nominates British representatives to the International Mineralogical Association.

The four interest groups within the Society are very active in arranging more specialiscd meetings and technical discussions
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JOHN HENRY VIVIAN (1785-1855):
THE PROBABLE EPONYM OF VIVIANITE

PETER G. EMBREY
19 Edith Road, London W14 0SU

Evidence presented in this paper indicates that Werner named the mineral vivianite after John Henry
Vivian (1785 1855), F.R.S., F.G.S.,, M.P for Swansea, and not an unidentifiable J.G. Vivian as stated

in numerous reference works.

INTRODUCTION

It is unusual for a considerable number of reference
works to agree on a particular matter, and all be
wrong; but such is the case for the eponym of the
mineral vivianite. Greg und Lettsom (1858); Collins
(1871); Dana’s System of Mineralogy, 5th, 6th and
7th editions (Dana, 1868, 1892; Palache et al., 1951);
Chester (1896); the Encyclopedia Britannica (11th
edn, 1910/11; 14th edn. 1950): the Oxford English
Dictionary (1933 edn): and others all assert that
vivianite was named by Werner after J.G. Vivian,
some adding that the latter was an English miner-
alogist who discovered the specimens in Cornwall.
Unfortunately, their unsupported testimony appears
to be the only evidence for the existence of an
English mineralogist named J.G. Vivian. I know of
no independent, primary reference to anyone of that
name in the many indices to mineralogy and its liter-
ature - but this, of course, does not preclude the
possibility of an amateur collector of that name.
For 4 long time I believed Greg and Lettsom
(1858) to be the first authors to have referred to
J.G. Vivian; but an earlier mention is by von
Kobell (1853). A surreal note was struck by Huot
(1841), who claimed the naming to be “En honneur
de M. Viviani, professeur de chimie et de minéralo-
gie a Genes [= Genoa]’; Domenico Viviani
(1772-1840) had nothing whatever to do with the
name vivianite.

When all else fails, we are advised to go back to
the beginning and read the instruction manual - in
this case, Werner’s Letztes Mineral-System (1817),
where the name vivianite was first published. Note
35 (by Freiesleben) reads: *“Vivianit. ... Das
Vaterland dieses Fossils ist Cornwall. ... Der Name
ist vom Hrn. BR. [= Bergrath] Werner zu Ehren des
Hrn. J. Vivian aus Truro in Cornwall, dem Er die
Kentnis [sic] des Fossils verdankt. gebildet.”
(Loosely translated: The locality of this mineral is
Cornwall. The name is given by Mining
Councillor Werner in honour of Mr J. Vivian of
Truro in Cornwall, to whom he is indebted for
bringing the mineral to his notice).

THE VIVIANS
J. Vivian is not an uncommeon name, but the circum-

stances suggest onlv two possible candidates for
eponym: John Vivian (bapt. 1749-1826), Vicewar-
den of the Stannaries and with extensive interests in
copper mining, smelting. and banking; and his
(second) son, John Henry Vivian (b. 9 Aug. 1785,
d. 10 Feb. 1855). Whereas John Henry’s elder
brother, Richard Hussey (b. 1775), and their father
had received part of their education in France
(Griffiths, 1988, p. 32), the Napoleonic Wars
prevented him from doing the same; so he went
instead to Germany to study languages and busi-
ness methods at Marburg, and in 1803 enrolled at
the Freiberg Mining Academy in Saxony, near
Dresden, to study under Werner. He also toured the
mining regions of Austria and Hungary, as well as
those of Germany, before returning to Cornwall in
the following vear.

Copper smelting had long been carried on in
South Wales because of its plentiful supplies of coal,
and most of the Cornish copper ores were smelted
there. In 1810, having bought a suitable site at
Hafod, beside the river Tawe to the north of
Swansea. John Vivian Sr set up a smelter of his own
in the names of his two sons. John Henry, having
managed another smelter (Penclawdd) for his father
since 1806, became the managing partner; while his
brother Richard Hussey was fighting with distinc-
tion in the Napoleonic Wars.

Despite his responsibilities at Hafod, John Henry
found time for travel. In 1815, after visiting
Napoleon in temporary captivity on Elba, he made
another trip to Germany, in the course of which he
revisited Freiberg. He described the work of the
Academy. and of that at Schemnitz, in a paper read
before the members of the newly-founded Royal
Geological Society of Cornwall in May, 1817
(Vivian, 1818). In it (p. 73), he said of Freiberg that
“At the time I studied there in 1804, there were
Frenchmen, Spaniards, Poles, Prussians, Bavarians,
and one Englishman, Mr Chenevix. In addition to
the public lectures, I had a private course with Mr.
Werner, and I shall ever feel gratified for the great
attentions I received from him as well during my
former residence at the academy, as at my late visit
in 1815.” It seems beyond doubt that it was on this
visit that he gave to Werner the specimens that were
later to be called vivianite.
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